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TO AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 232385 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, PO 

SUBJECT: AZORES BASE AGREEMENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JOINT PORTUGUESE-US PRESS STATE- 
MENT RELEASED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN LISBON AND NEW YORK AT 
2:00 P.M. EDT SEPT. 27: 


2. QUOTE AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT AGREES TO 
CONCLUDE NEGOTIATIONS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE WITH 
THE PURPOSE OF EXTENDING THE AGREEMENT ENTITLED "DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN PORTUGAL AND THE UNITED STATES," SIGNED 
ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1951, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE UNITED STATES 

IS GRANTED FACILITIES AT THE LAJES BASE, IN THE INTEREST OF 
MUTUAL SECURITY. THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT STATES THAT IT 
WILL NOT CALL INTO QUESTION THE CONTINUED USE OF THE BASE 
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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3. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE EXTENSION OF THE LIFE OF 
THIS AGREEMENT CAN BE EFFECTED BY MEANS OF AN EXCHANGE 
OF LETTERS OR DIPLOMATIC NOTES EXTENDING THE AGREEMENT OF 
1951. THE NECESSARY TECHNICAL DETAILS ARE THE SUBJECT OF 
INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS. 

4. BOTH GOVERNMENTS ALSO WISH TO SEE CONCLUDED AS 
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PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE THE CONVERSATIONS CONCERNING 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO BE PROVIDED BY 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO PORTUGAL IN THE GENERAL 
CONTEXT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, AND 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT EXTENDING THE VALIDITY OF THE AGREE- 
MENT. UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT: AZORES BASE AGREEMENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JOINT PORTUGUESE-US PRESS STATE- 
MENT RELEASED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN LISBON AND NEW YORK AT 
2:00 P.M. EDT SEPT. 27: 


2. QUOTE AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT AGREES TO 
CONCLUDE NEGOTIATIONS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE WITH 
THE PURPOSE OF EXTENDING THE AGREEMENT ENTITLED "DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN PORTUGAL AND THE UNITED STATES," SIGNED 
ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1951, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE UNITED STATES 
IS GRANTED FACILITIES AT THE LAJES BASE, IN THE INTEREST OF 
MUTUAL SECURITY. THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT STATES THAT IT 
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WILL NOT CALL INTO QUESTION THE CONTINUED USE OF THE BASE 
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BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

3. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE EXTENSION OF THE LIFE OF 
THIS AGREEMENT CAN BE EFFECTED BY MEANS OF AN EXCHANGE 
OF LETTERS OR DIPLOMATIC NOTES EXTENDING THE AGREEMENT OF 
1951. THE NECESSARY TECHNICAL DETAILS ARE THE SUBJECT OF 
INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS. 

4. BOTH GOVERNMENTS ALSO WISH TO SEE CONCLUDED AS 
PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE THE CONVERSATIONS CONCERNING 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO BE PROVIDED BY 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO PORTUGAL IN THE GENERAL 
CONTEXT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, AND 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT EXTENDING THE VALIDITY OF THE AGREE- 
MENT. UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER UNQTE CHRISTOPHER 
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